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Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat The Abstracts

The permanence of Divine Guidance and its Medium

Dr.Sheikh Muhammad Hasnain

(Director NMT; Research Scholar, Islamabad)

Allah almighty is the creator and guide of this universe. The Divine guidance is an
eternal process for all objects of the universe. The first argument in favour of
permanence of this guidance is attributed to one name of Allah i.e. Al-Qayyum.
Every object of universe needs this guidance all the time to reach its final destiny as
decided by the creator. The second argument to the permanence of this guidance
from the creator is the permanence of demand of this guidance by whole universe.
The Holy Quran guides the mankind to continuously seek guidance from Allah which
also proves the continuity and permanence of this guidance process.

The important question in this regard is whether this guidance is direct or via some
medium. Different viewpoints can be adopted in reply to this question. One view can
be total refusal of any such medium. Another view can be to limit the guidance to
only one or two mediumquran & sunnah. But the real truth here is that if divine
guidance is permanent, the existence of its medium is also supposed to be
permanent. If this is true then we must seek & get divine guience throw its propel
medium.

By virtue of several verses of Quran, this conveyer of guidance to humanity is
supposed to be selected by the . God himself only. Such a personality shall be free of
all errors, omissions and ignorance. The only manifestation of such a personality who
is both selected by God and is innocent also is named as Imam" in Shia shool of

Islamic Thought
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Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat The Abstracts

The reality of Divine Justice

Saqib Akbar

(Chairman Al-Basira, Research Scholar, Islamabad)

The terms of 'Adl' and 'Qist' have appeared side by side in the Holy Quran at several
places. Adl means maintaining a balance, fees or financial compensation. It is also
used in the meaning of sacrifice. It is also used in a totally opposite meaning of ‘to
abandon’ and ‘to leave away . The word 'Insaaf' in urdu and the word ‘justice” in
English are also used in equivalent meanings. All this implies that the word ‘adl’ has
different meanings .

We need to clarify the term 'Adl' before answering the next question: "What is the
meaning of Allah is ‘Adil’(The Just)?“ The different meanings of ‘Adl’ are: the balance
in Universe and all of its things, other is equality; one meaning is giving every person
hisright .

The last meaning is opposite to term injustice. However, the balance in the creation
of universe is a reality and this balance is there in creations of Allah and in within
human beings. The meaning of 'Adl' is even broader. According to a religious scholar
Ustad Mutahiri, the meaning of ‘Adl by Allah’ is to help all creations to reach the stage
of ultimate perfection each individual can attain by virtue of its ability to absorb his

deserved divine spirituality from the Allah .
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Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat The Abstracts

An Analysis about declaring a Muslim as a Non-Muslim

in Ahl-e-Bait’s view

Syed Rameez-ul-Hassan Mosvi

(Editor Noor-e-Marfat; Research Scholar, Islamabad)

The question of Takfeer (declaring a Muslim to be a non-Muslim) has been a
conflicting issue since long amongst the Muslim factions. Some groups connected to
the rulers have tried to exclude particular faction totally from boundaries of Islam.
However, this practice is not limited against Imamians alone and some Sunni Muslim
schools of thought are also being targeted nowadays .

Takfeer is a sensitive issue and a Muslim cannot be dismissed from Islam just without
a solid evidence of one of these three reasons: refusal to believe in Allah or the Holy
Prophet and refusal to accept any other basic conditions of Islam. However, labeling
someone as a non-Muslim after he has declared himself as a Muslim requires a proof of
his such an act and deed. It has serious implications in Islamic jurisprudence as the
muslim guilty of abandoning Islam has to be punished with death. Therefore, only
unbiased top Muslim scholars hold this right to declare someone guilty of abandoning
Islam.

Hazrat Imam Jafar said that Islam is the name of declaring about oneness of Allah and
believing in the Holy Prophet. Islam protects the life of a Muslim and purifies his
marriage. Sheikh Sadooq also says the same. According to Imamians it is forbidden to
declare any Muslim as a non-muslim who does not accepts the Imamat of Hazrat Ali.

However, idol worshippers, Nasbis, kharjis and those abusing Allah or the prophet are

to be declared as non-muslims.
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The idea of submission to the ruler and the viewpoint of Imam Hussain

Dr.Abbas Haider Zaidi Dr. Zahid Ali Zahidi

( (Pak Studies Department KH, Karachi Islamic Studies Department KH, Karachi))

In every era, all rulers have taken support of religion in order to strengthen their grip on their
public and presented themselves as someone connected with supernatural forces; whereas,
public who is ignorant of reality has also honored these rulers with their full trust without even
weighing rulers’ good and bad deeds. Same has happened in the time period of Yazid. Despite
the fact that Yazid was a evil doer, a drinker, playing with dogs and monkeys, and fond of
singing and playing music ; a vast majority of Muslims not only accepted him as their ruler but
they also considered that it was their religious obligation to obey yazid.

This happened because Ummayads collected a bunch of scholars who would modify the
interpretation of Quranic verses and sayings of the prophet in order to strengthen the belief
that it was a religious obligation of Muslims to obey the tyrant rulers of Ummayads.
Consequently, those Muslims fighting against Imam Hussain on the command of Yazid;
considered their this act just according to Islam.

Unfortunately, today also a group of Muslim scholars believes in and make others believe
(thru verses of Quran and sayings of the Holy Prophet) that it is a religious obligation of all
Muslims to obey all commands of their rulers in all times even if he is tyrant.Simalarly there is
a debate between some scholars about the quranic concept of Ulil-Amr. One group thinks that
all Muslim rulers of all times and places are Ulil-Amr and any movement against them is a
rebellion even if they are autocrats and oppressors.

Imam Hussain rejected this very idea of unconditional obeying of the ruler of time by standing
against Yazid. He made it clear once for all times that it is not appropriate and according to
Islam to follow a ruler who himself does not follow the Holy book, who is an oppressor, does
not follow divine will and does not surrender himself to God. Standing against such a ruler is

not a rebel but is in fact the true Jihad.
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Imam Hussain’s Exalted Personality Traits.

Syed Hasnain Abbas Gardezi

(Chairman Noor-ul-huda Trust, Principal Jamia-tul-Raza, Islamabad)

The life of Imam Hussain can be divided into four time periods. The initial life was
under the training of the Holy Prophet, the second period under the supervision of his
father Hazrat Ali, the third period consists of Imamat of his brother Imam Hassan and
his own Imamat. The last time period is very short but very important; the time in
which the incident of Karbala took place. This incident is the indicator of the spiritual
heights of his personality and behaviour. The family background of Imam Hussain is
very elevated and has no comparison. Some events from his life are narrated here
about his ‘Generosity’ which he inherited from the Holy Prophet .

He always took care of self respect of others while giving alms. He is also known for
patience. Humbleness was one of his excellent traits. He not only overlooked
servants’ faults but also freed them often. He would reply enemy's disrespectful
behaviour with his soft behaviour. His bravery was also exemplary especially in the
Kabala. He clarified for all times to come the real meaning of life and death. History is
witness to the fact that once Imam Hussain turned his face to his enemies, after the
death of his all companions, he drew his sword and became Allah’s wrath on a large

army.
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Economic Justice

In The Light of Nahj-ul-Balagha

Roshin Ali

(Assistant Professor, Model Collegas Wing, Islamabad)

'Igtesad' (Economics) means following the midway. It means discovering the means
of creation of wealth and its applicable uses. Similarly ‘adl’ (Justice) means to
distribute equally, giving everyone his right, placing a thing at its place etc. If we
have a look at the economic system as established by Hazrat Ali(A.S.), we find that
the system proposed by him was based on freedom of trade and business, means of
production were public property, and every person was free to use any of different
economic means. Every person should be able to fulfill his basic needs.

The public money, ‘Khums’, alms (sadgaat) and Khiraaj were the pillars of Islamic
economy. ‘Hoarding’ was considered harmful for both country and the nation.
Government was to act against hoarders. It was necessary to reform Zakaat (Islamic
Tax) payers. It was necessary for the collectors to collect zakat as per will of its
payers. He distributed a city's collected tax amongst the needy of the same city as
per Sunnah .

Similarly, the orphans and the old have rights in Bait-ul-Maal. The governors were
directed to enact justice including economic justice. The 'khiraaj' (tax from nom-
Muslims) collectors were ordered to soften the conditions in case of complaints.
Muslim rulers were responsible for collection and supervision of Zakaat. The money
looted from Bait-ul-Maal was returned. He warned the governors of any dishonesty

with Bait-ul-maal .
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Backbiting is a major Sin

Syed Muzammil Hussain Naqvi

(Director Albiserah Research Scholar, Islamabad)

Islam has given a lot of importance to human beings. God has made man his caliph on
the earth. Allah has perfected the man and conquered the universe for him. There are
two aspects of man: positive and negative, logic and emotions, elevation and fall.
these are the human deeds infact that make the man rise or fall? Good deeds are the
source of man's closure to God while sins are the source of his distance from God .
Some sins are commonly considered to be minor but they are in fact major sins in the
eyes of Allah. Backbiting is one such evil which means talking against someone in his
absence. As per Quran, backbiting is equivalent to eating meat of a dead
brother.Backbiting is of two types i.e. by words and by actions. In any case, the
backbiter could only be forgiven if he begs pardon from the concerned person. The
embarrassment will be temporary but it will wash away this sin. However, under
certain circumstances backbiting is allowed in Islam e.g., for seeking justice, for

stopping the evil, for asking a question in Shariah.
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