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The Observations

S. Rameez-ul-Hassan Mosvi

(Editor Noor-e-Marfat; Research Scholar, Islamabad)

The reasons of the blasphemy of Holy prophet through a film, supported by imperial
forces, are obvious upon all intellectuals. The global imperialism is using media force
against Divinity, prophet hood and all Islamic teachings. In this situation what is our
responsibility? We think the responsibility lies here both upon the general Muslim
public as well as upon their religious and political leaders and rulers.

As belong to general class, Pakistani Muslims have held the best protest rallies and
processions along with the Muslim world and thus they have fulfilled their duty.
Although some immoral activities and actions were observed during these rallies that
are a sign of our non-conscious, and immature moral and political thought; but in fact,
such poor actions were done by the “5th pillar” of our society, who works for the
interests of America and Zionists.

As belong to the religious and political leaders, their first responsibility is to build
more religious, moral and political awareness among general Muslim public and create
unity among all Muslim sects. In such a situation, we think the first nationwide
conference of editors of religious and political periodicals organized by NSC (National
Solidarity Council) is a significant step. It seems Solidarity Council is sincerely
planning to create unity among all Muslim sects and circles. Although the text of the
Joint Declaration of the Conference reflects the sincere thought and commitment; but

more the remaining steps are still needed.
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The Reality of the Good Deeds
of Non-Muslims

Saqib Akbar

(Chairman Al-Basira,Resaeach Scholar, Islamabad)
Whether the good deeds of non-Muslims attain the degree of acceptance before God
or not? Although there are arguments both in affirmation and in negation of this
question, the measure for judging anyone’s deeds as established in the Qur’an is:
"Of course, whosoever submits his face to Allah, and is good in deeds, will have his
reward with his Lord..."
It means that if a good action is done in pure submission to God, it becomes rightly
eligible for a reward. Here it is also very clear that a person, who performs a good
action merely for the sake of its benefit and reward in this world, gets no recompense
in the hereafter. The holy Quran Says:
"Whoever opts for the immediate (benefits from) life herein, We give him, right here
in this life, as much as We will, to whomever We intend. Then We assign Jahannam
for him where he shall enter condemned, discarded...”
Similarly, for the person who is a deliberate infidel, meaning someone who knowingly
denies submitting to the Truth or the ultimate reality, there is a consensus among
Muslims that no good deed of such a person will be acceptable.
One thing on which the Muslim sages/scholars agree is that people who lack a
submissive soul and who deny the Truth albeit it has become evident to them, and
obstinately remain insistent upon ”I don’t agree“ kind of way, are the ones who
remain deprived of redemption.
However, in case of a non-believer who has been incapable in finding the truth,
though is in search of it, and possesses a submissive soul, verily before Allah ta’'ala,

the prerequisite of deliverance and remission is only a sound heart:




Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat The Abstracts

”...except to him who will come to Allah with a sound heart..."

Here a question that arises is what is the difference between an incapable
nonbeliever and a believer with respect to the reward? The answer is that there is a
great difference between their good actions. The profundity of faith that sprouts from
giving credence to the Prophet (SAWW) and through following him (SAWW) cannot
be attained by any non-Muslim.

Therefore, the profoundness of faith in the deen brought by the Prophet (SAWW) and
the excellence and reward of following in his footsteps cannot be achieved by a non-

believer.




Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat The Abstracts

Quran and the Seal of Prophetic Chain

Syed Hasnain Abbas Gardazi

(Chairman Noor-ul- huda Trust, Principal Jamia-tur-Raza, Islamabad)

The issue of seal of prophetic chain which is among the essentials of the Islam is
based upon three important factors, viz: 1) Islam is a universal, eternal and living
religion. 2) The holy Quran and its teachings are free from all sorts of distortions. 3)
The religion Islam is in accordance with the human nature.

The proof of the first factor i.e. of Islam being a universal, eternal, and living religion
is that the Prophet (SAWW) wrote letters to the rulers of various nations through
which it is evident that Islam is a global and universal religion. Moreover, the masses
have been addressed in the Quran as ~Ya Ayyuhan-naas“ (O mankind) or "Ya Bani
Adam"” (O sons of Adam) and the teachings of Quran are declared to have been sent
for "An-naas and Al-‘Aalamiin (mankind and worlds/universes). The Quran has also
invalidated affiliation with any one particular era.

The proof of the second factor of the seal of prophetic chain is that God Himself has
declared in the Quran:

"We, Ourselves, have sent down the Dhikr (the Qur’an), and We are there to protect
it."
This verse is invalidating a crucial function of innovation which is lexical distortion.
This aspect of the sealing of prophetic chain in reality shows the evolution of
collective human consciousness which makes evident the fact that humans are
incapable of protecting the teachings of the religion let alone capable of spreading its
message or teachings.

The exposition of the third constituent of the seal of prophetic chain is that the

religion is an essential part of human nature, and Islam is the only religion that is
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exactly in accordance with human nature. Now since human nature is same in all
individuals, the way to human evolution is same; pre-established. Because the
beginning and end of the man is same and pre-destined, therefore, there remains no
room for any other religion beside Islam. Hence, Allah says in the Quran: "This is My
path that is straightforward. So, follow it, and do not follow the (other) ways“. As

result prophetic chain is sealed for ever.
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The Concept of Kufr and Kafir, According to
Ahlul-bait school of thought

S. Rameez-ul-Hassan Mosvi

(Editor Noor-e-Marfat; Research Scholar, Islamabad)

What is the concept of Kufr and Kafir, this is a controversial debate among different
Muslim sects and schools of thought. This concept of Kufr and Kafir (Non-Muslim) has
been also used as a tool by the enemies of Muslim unity. The lack of tolerance
between fundamental Muslim groups is another factor that distorted this concept. As
a result the Muslim unity has been divided into sub-sects and schools of thought, even

that some sects declare other Muslims as Kafir. In this article the concept is
perused in the light of Imamian Figh (jurisprudence).

According to Imamians, only the person could be declared as a Kafir (Non-Muslim)
who denies Allah s’ Existence, His Oneness, His only being able to be worshiped; or
denies the prophet hood of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAWW), seal of prophetic
chain after Him, or denies anyone of the common and compulsory commands of Islam
such as, Namaz, Hajj, Zakat etc; if this denial results in the denial of prophet hood of
the Holy Prophet Muhammad (SAWW).

The term Kufr is used in Quran and Sunnah, in some other meanings too; such as
denying the Good blessings, distorting divine laws in accordance with personal
desires, disobeying the commands of Islam, insisting upon the sins and evil actions,
loving the enemies of Ahlul-Bait (A.S) etc. So Kufr is divided into Kufr of ignorance;
Kufr of denial; Kufr of enmity, Kufr of Nifagand ...

But according to Imamian Fiqgh (jurisprudence) the specific commands and
decisions of Islam about Kafir, are particular only with thr first three mentioned types
of Kufr. So if someone is Kafir in any other sense, he still remains within the circle of

Islam and doesn’t exit from it.
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A Brief Introduction of the Life and
teachings of Imam Ali Raza (AS).

Dr. Sheikh Muhammad Hasnain

(Director NMT, Research Scholar, Islamabad)
Imam Raza (A.S ) was born on 11 Dilgada in 148 H, and was martyred in 203 H, at
55 years of age. Imam (A.S )spent last 3 years of his life in Toos (Khurasan). Due to
his continuous and untiring defence and representation of Islam, one of Imam s titles
became Aalim-e-Aal-e-Mohammad. Although Mamoon tried his level best to
challenge the scholarly status of Imam (A.S ) through dialogues with other scholars,
but these dialogues only revealed the greatness and superiority of Imam (A.S ) on all
the participants.
A deep impression of humbleness and simplicity on his character, spending the more
of night time in Ibadah, prostrating for a long time in the service of Allah, Reciting
Quran so much, asking Allah for his forgiveness if reached to some verse describing
Hell and torments given by Allah, preferring Salah on its earliest time, Never sitting
with stretched legs before others, neither using offensive language with anyone are
some of the manifestations of spirituality of Imam Raza (A.S)
As belongs Imams’ his glorious teachings, his one of the most important teaching is
about Imamat (The religious leadership and governing authority after the Holy
Prophet). From the viewpoint of Imam Raza, Imam has God gifted religious authority
after prophet. He defends religion from distortation. According to Imam Razas
teachings, it is compulsory for all his followers to get education and the deep
knowledge of their religious teachings and to teach others, and all the people will
follow the path of Ahl-ul-Albait (A.S) if they become aware of the values and worth of

their teachings.
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Mehdawiyat : A Unifying Factor

Dr. Zahid Ali ZAhidi

( Islamic Studies Department KU, Karachi)
The Muslim world is waiting for Imam Mehdi( A.S.) and there is no disagreement
among muslims on this issue. The issue is so important that there are regular chapters
on it almost in all the collections and books of Ahadith. The following text describes
the common elements between Shia and Sunni on the concept of Mehdawiyat.
It is quoted in both Shia & Sunni books that one who denies the arrival of Mehdi is a
disbeliever, and one who denies the resurrection of Isa A.S is a disbeliever, and one
who denies the arrival of Dajjal, is also a disbeliever.
Imam Mehdi A.S is a personality rather than a character. All agree that he is from the
offspring of Prophet P.B.O.H, from Hazrat Ali- o- Fatima A.S.
Therefore an easy way to judge those, who claim to be Imam Mehdi A.S, is to check
their pedigree.
Imam Mehdi A.S. will establish a uniform system in the entire world after his arrival.
The description about the appearance and visage of Imam Mehdi A.S. is also
somewhat similar in both Shia & Sunni books e.g. Hakim Neshapuri describes the
visage of Imam A.S. just as it is described in Behar ul Anwar. There is also an
agreement on the belief that Hazrat Isa A.S. would offer prayers in the Imamat of
Imam Mehdi A.S.
There is also a consensus on the fact that the grounds will be prepared for the
appearance of Imam Mehdi A.S. even if there is only one day left from the end of this
world.
Imam Mehdi A.S. will take pledge (Bai’t) from people between the place of Rukn-wal-

Magam.
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Some signs of appearance of Imam Mehdi A.S. are also similarly described in all the
Muslim books e.g. the establishment of an Islamic state in Khurasan. The arrival of
sufyani and his group in (Sham) Syria, exactly at the time of arrival of Khurasani (who
would set off with his army assist Imam )

There will be (economic) prosperity in the world after the establishment of a global
Islamic state by Imam Mehdi A.S.

In the light of these points, Mehdawiyat should be considered as an important

unifying factor among Shia & Sunni people.
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The Attributes of Imam
in the Light of Nehjul Balagha

Professor Roshan Ali.

(Assistant Professor, Model Colleges wing, Islamabad)
The word Imam is derived from ‘um’ meaning ‘leader of the nation’, ‘guide’ or
‘mentor’; as it is quoted in Quran:
‘and we made them imam who guided people by our command.’
In the lexicon of jurisprudence ‘Imamat’ is defined as: A general leadership in the
lieutenancy and deputyship of the Prophet (SAWW) in all the matters of Deen-o-
Dunya (life herein and hereafter).” Thus it is known that Imamat is a kind of
guidance, leadership and headship, which is bestowed upon by Allah. The attributes
of Imam and Imamat as described in Nehjul Balagha are as follows:
The presence of Imam is mandatory in all periods. Imam must belong to the family of
Quraish. Imam has a scholarly supremacy, and is assigned by Allah. According to
Hazrat Ali A.S. Imam is endowed with these qualities: he is a custodian of divine
secret, a protection of religion, mine of knowledge, source of divine wisdom, a guard
of divine books and a pillar of religion.
Imam is the life of knowledge, and is a death of ignorance, in other words he
revitalizes knowledge and ends up ignorance. He is humble, all knowing, and is alike
in appearance and reality. Aimma-e-Deen A.S. (leaders of religion) are the
embodiment of wisdom even in their silence. They are the guardians of
righteousness, and pillars and protectors of religion. They are the enemies of
falsehood and the source of guidance. Similarly, Imam is a door to the knowledge of
Prophet SAWW.
Imam is impartial, and generous, rather than being a miser or ignorant nor he is cruel

or wayward. Imam is not one who accepts bribe. He is not one who violates Sunnah

10
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rather he revitalizes Sunnah. Imam has a political insight and in the field of politics his
political abstinence is also very prominent above all. People are convinced of his
piety and holiness, he is not one who is arrogant, and he always remains firm on the

way of righteousness.
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The Reality of Zuhd (Abstinence)

Syed Muzzammil Hussain Naqvi

(Research Scholar at Albiserah, Islamabad)

Zuhd (abstinence) is of crucial importance in Islam. It has been regarded as a great
virtue. A zahid (someone who is abstinent) is held in high respect in this world, and in
the hereafter he has been declared to deserve paradise. But many people have a
misconception that zahid is someone who has an aversion to the world and is
indifferent to worldly possessions.
However, this is not the case. This world is a marketplace. Some people work here
but their works are not for this world, but rather for another which is termed as the
hereafter. Meaning, they earn in this world, but benefit from their earning in the next.
If the life hereafter is one’s priority, then earning money and wealth is not an
abhorrent act. It may be that a person is quite wealthy and yet is a zahid. The
Prophet (SAWW) has said:
"How unfortunate is a man who does not desire to save money by lawful means for his
own sustenance, for paying off his debts and for helping his relatives in need.”
In reality, live would be impossible if there is no livelihood, traditions would fade
away, customs would die down, and all development would cease, and no one would
find a trace of anything that one may regard as happiness. How is it possible to fulfill
one’s necessities of life respectability when the means of living are lacking?

In fact, money or wealth earned through illegal means is loathed and
deserves to be criticized. The reason being that it is this type of wealth that causes

people to go beyond lawful limits, creates inferiority complexes in people and

12
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highlights the status consciousness. To give warning regarding such wealth, Allah
ta'ala says:

"As for those who accumulate gold and silver and do not spend it in the way of Allah,
give them the good news of a painful punishment“

Therefore, it becomes clear that zuhd doesn’t mean distancing or having an aversion
to the Divine blessings. Zuhd, as defined in the Quran, means:

”so that you may heither grieve on what has escaped you, nor over-exult on what He

has given to you.u

13
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