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PRINCIPLES AND RULES OF DIALOGUE AMONGST ISLAMIC SECTS

By: Sekinder Ali Beheshti

Key Words: Muslim Sects, Quran and the Sunnah,
Brotherhood, Unity among Muslims, Principles of dialogue.

Abstract

In addition to being a complete religion, Islam presents solutions to all
human problems. The determination of the principles and rules of human
sociality is one of the major problems of human beings. Islam considers
dialogue among humans as the basic principel of human sociality. For
dialogue there are certain principles and rules both in the case of
agreement and disagreement. These principles have been termed as ‘the
concept of brotherhood’, ‘good assumption of other sects’, ‘concentration
on mutual problems’, ‘broad-mindedness on ideological differences’,
‘respect for the ideas and thoughts of others’, ‘familiarity with the life of
the Prophet’s Household, his companions and other religious figures’. For
us, the reason behind disunity and hostility amongst Muslim sects is to not
understand each other’s sects from their basic sources. The major reason
for the sectarian biasness in Muslim societies is, therefore, sectarian
ignorance. This paper is about those problems and their solutions which
argues that following conditions are essential for the beginning of a
purposeful dialogue: to understand other sects from their reliable sources,
the publication of books on mutually-agreed Islamic beliefs, ideas and
jurisprudential issues, the establishment of socio-religious contacts
between Ulama and religious students, organization of academic activities
between universities and madaris, the publication of journals and
periodicals on mutual issues with a broader thinking, mutual respect for
sectarian sensitivities.

* . Research scholar Shah Abdul Latif University Khairpur.
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A RESEARCHBASED STUDY OF THE LIFE OF THE PROPHET (PBUH)
(IN THE LIGHT OF NAHJ AL-BALAGAH)

By: Dr. Jawad Haider Hashimi”
Key words: The Holly Prophet (PBUH), Hazrat Ali (AS), the
Lifestyle of the Prophet, the proclamation, the finality of the
prophethood, the best model (Uswa Hasna), preaching.

Abstract:

There are two ways for the people of the post-Prophethood era to get
acquainted with the personality and life of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) viz.
Quran and the Household of the Prophet (PBUH) and the sayings of his
companions. Imam Ali (AS) is the most prominent personality of the
Prophet’s Household who remained with him always. Imam Ali (AS)
witnessed the first divine revelation on the Prophet (PBUH) and, after his
demise, he descended him in his grave. The Prophet (PBUH) nurtured Imam
Ali (AS) with love and care as he took him to his home in his childhood.
Only Imam Ali (AS), therefore, can introduce the Prophet (PBUH) to us in a
best and comprehensive way. In Nahj al-Balagah the Imam has sketched
the life of the Prophet (PBUH), from his genealogy and characteristics to
his sociality, his mission and his endeavourers in guiding people towards
light, in a best manner.

*, Assistant Professor, Islamic Studies Dep. KU; Karachi.
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THE CHARACTERISTICS OF SHIITES
(According to Ahl al-Bait)

By: Syed-ul-Hassan Mosavi i
Key words: Shiaology, twelver Shiites, Following of the Ahl al-

Bait, The infallible Imams, Imam Jafar Sadiq (AS), Islamic Revolution,

Imam Khomeini

Abstract

The followers of Ahl al-Bait constitue a major sect in the Muslim
community. In the post-revolutionary era, the identification of
authentic Shiism became significant not only for the enemies of
Islam, but also for the followers of others religions and sects and for
the Shias themseleves. The identification of authentic Shiism is also
important in Pakistan, as it is a way to train the untrained majority
of people within Shiism as well as to convey its accurate message to
other Muslim sects. Some people, due to the misperception of
Shiism, consider all those who love and revere Ahl al-Bait as Shiites
and perceive their deeds as that of true Shia. This trend of thinking is
totally against the global Shiite movement which has held the flag of
Islam and is seen as representing the religion of Islam. In this paper,
the characteristics of Shiites have been listed in accordance to the
views of the infallible Imams. These characteristics offer a context
within which the authentic Shiism and its present movement can be
understood.

*. The Editor Quarterly “Noor-e-Marfat”; Research Scholar, Islamabad.
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THE BASIC PRINCIPLES OF COMPREHENSION OF QURANIC WORDS
(AND THEIR ROLE IN THE EXEGESIS OF THE QURAN; IN THE VIEW OF ALLAMA TABATABAI)

By: Amir Raza Ashrafi,*
Trans: Syed Hasnain Abbas Gardezi'
Key words: Key words: Mufrada’t-e-Quran, The basic
principles of comprehending the Mufrada’t, The change in the
meanings of the words, the inclusion of non-Arabic words in
Arabis (Ajanabi Alfa’z), Tafsir al-Mizan, Allama Tabatabai.

Abstract

The way of understanding the words of the Quran in the process
of exegesis is rested on rules and regulation; there are certain
principles on the basis of which the meanings of words can be
discerned. In this paper an attempt has been to extract those
principles by analyzing the text of his Tafsir al-Mizan. According
to the Allama these principles include: first, the characteristics of
the Masadeeq (the intended/implied meaning) of words are
different from their literal meanings. In this way it becomes
possible to apply a word on different and various Masadeeq.
Second, the words that are associated with the characteristics of
God and the world-hereafter are largely used for metaphysical
and sublime masadeeq. Here, the common masadeeq and
meanings of words must not divert the attention of the exegesist
from those sublime meanings and masadeeq. Third, with the
passage of time the meanings of some words have been changed

*. Assistant Professor; Faculty of Tafseer & Quranic Sciences; Imam Khomani
Research Institute; Qum, Iran.
t. Chief Editor Quarterly Noor-e-Marfat; Islamabad.
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in a manner that their meanings are different from their original
Arabic usage. The criterion of understanding those words
properly is their usage during the era of revelation. Fourth, in the
Quran some words have been given specific meanings which
must be kept in consideration in the process of exegesis. Fifth,
many non-Arabic words have got new meanings after entering in
the vocabulary of Arabic (alfaz-e-Moar’raba). To identify the
meanings of such words their usage in Arabic language and
literature must be kept in view.
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THE ROLE OF SHIMR BIN ZILJIOSHAN
IN THE TRAGEDY OF KARBALA

By: Dr. Abbas Haider Zaidi"
Key words: imam Hussain (AS), The Incident of Karbala, Shimr

bin Ziljushan, Umayyads, Yazid bin Muawiyah, Kofa, Umar bin
Saad, ibn-e-Ziyad

Abstract

Shimr is a character in the tragedy of Karbala whose cruelty and
barbarism hurt the Ahl al-Bait very much. During the reign of Imam Ali
(AS) Shimr was perceived as a supporter and Shia of the Imam. He was
on the side of Imam Ali in the Battler of Camel (jaml), but he forsook
him later and joined Muawiyah. He, thence, became a puppet of the
Umayyad dynasty and a leader of Kufa. He was among those who
testified against Hujr bin Adi which resulted in the martyrdom of Hujr.
He played a major role in the defeat of Muslim bin Ageel in Kufa. When
Umar bin Saad wrote a letter from Karbala to ibn-e-Ziyad, suggesting
him not to declare war against the Imam, Shimr convinced Ibn-e-Ziyad
that the Imam would not pledge allegiance and that war was
unavoidable. He acquired a ‘letter of immunity’ for Hazrat Abbas and
his brothers from ibn-e-Ziyad as he was a relative of them from their
mother. Hazrat Abbas rejected the offer of immunity with hatred. Shimr
was in a rush to start war with Imam Hussain (AS) even in the night of
Ashura. He played a major role in the martyrdom of the Imam and,
then, in making the noble ladies as prisoners for which he is included
among the most cruel characters of Karbala.

* .PHD, Pakistan Study Centre, University of Karachi
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USWA-E-HASANA AND OUR LIVES
By: Dr. Muhammad Tofail

Key words: Uswa-e-Hasana (The excellent model), The
Islamic Shari’a, The Finality of Prophethood, Mercy to the
Worlds, The events of Sirah.

Abstract

Allah Almighty has provided human beings with both material and
spiritual requirements. According to Islam, a role model is indispensible for the
fulfillment of human needs. Allah has, therefore, bestowed upon every nation
guides (Hadi) as prophets. As the previous prophets and their religions were
unable to fulfill the eternal needs of human beings, a final prophet with a
religion was given to human beings. The Holy Prophet, therefore, said, “Every
prophet was sent to his own nation, while | have been sent for all blacks and
whites”. According to the prophetic sayings the chain of prophethood ended in
the person of the Holy Prophet (PBUH). The Holy Prophet (PBUH) has been
called as an excellent role model for all human beings by Allah. Uswa-e-Hasna
is a complete system and a model of life. Given that it is the eternal source of
guidance, it is beyond the limits of time and space. The prophetic sayings
(hadith) include all the events and happenings of the era of the prophet. No
Muslim can please God without rendering complete obedience to the Prophet
(PBUH). In this paper an attempt has been made to show that the events of
Sirah form a living reality which, if followed, can solve the problems of human
life. These events constitute a practical model that can be used to minimize the
difficulties of the present and the coming era. The study of these events can
open new ideological, scientific, technical and spiritual horizons for human
beings.

" Professor (Rtd.) at International Islamic University; Islamabad.
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